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with the utmost transparency. Parents 
want to be involved and informed with-
out having to file 200 freedom of infor-
mation requests only to be sued by the 
NEA and the school board, such as Ni-
cole Solis. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time to close. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, there 
are many issues that we should be deal-
ing with here. 

Mr. Speaker, if we defeat the pre-
vious question, I will offer an amend-
ment to the rule to provide for consid-
eration of a resolution that states the 
House’s unyielding responsibility to de-
fend and preserve Social Security and 
Medicare for generations to come and 
to affirm that it is the position of the 
House to reject any cuts to these vital 
programs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to 
the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, Social 

Security and Medicare are 
foundational to our constituents’ eco-
nomic and health security. Republicans 
have demanded unconscionable cuts to 
these programs in exchange for raising 
the debt limit and paying our Nation’s 
bills. 

Some of my Republican colleagues 
have recently changed their rhetoric 
and now say that they don’t want to 
eviscerate Social Security and Medi-
care benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, I am offering my friends 
the opportunity to back up their new-
found position. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, may I 
inquire as to the time remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania has 61⁄2 
minutes remaining. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
Rules Committee, I do feel compelled 
to comment upon the amendment proc-
ess that we have with respect to this 
rule and bill. 

I am astounded that, once again, the 
Republican majority has reported such 
an imbalanced rule. This rule actually 
makes in order every single germane 
Republican amendment submitted be-
fore our meeting yesterday, but for 
Democratic amendments, the rule 
blocks 28 of the 31 germane amend-
ments offered by the Democrats. That 
is a 90 percent suppression rate of the 
ideas submitted by the minority party, 
all of which were compliant with the 
rules of the House but have been 
blocked by Republicans from being de-
bated or voted upon. 

The Rules Committee Republicans 
actually complained about amendment 
disparities during the Democratic ma-
jority, saying, ‘‘There is no context in 
which such a stifling of minority voices 
is consistent with the designs of this 
institution or in the best interest of 
the American people we represent.’’ 

That complaint was written after we 
made in order 30 percent of the amend-
ments submitted by Republicans to 
structured rule bills. When we do 30 
percent, it is a crisis for the institu-
tion, but when they do 5 percent this 
month, it is okay. 

Speaker MCCARTHY actually prom-
ised both sides ‘‘. . . more openness, 
more opportunity for ideas to win at 
the end of the day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, that promise has been 
broken. This Republican majority 
knows their bills fail to address real 
problems, so they continue to block 
our good ideas from coming to the floor 
rather than actually debating them. It 
is wrong, and they need to do better. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to H.R. 5, 
it does not promote the rights of par-
ents, but it does open the door to cen-
soring teachers and textbooks, threat-
ening the rights of students and their 
parents, imposing costly burdens on 
our neighborhood schools that they 
cannot afford, and infringing on core 
American values, including freedom of 
speech and ideas. 

It puts rightwing politics over par-
ents and would let a noisy minority 
push their own agenda and impose 
their beliefs of what children can or 
should read or learn onto all parents 
and students. 

Our schools carry out important re-
sponsibilities of educating the next 
generation of Americans, and all chil-
dren deserve access to an equitable and 
well-rounded education that equips 
them for the future. 

We should give our schools the re-
sources to help young people feel sup-
ported and ready to reach their full po-
tential. We should not create hostile 
environments for our most 
marginalized students. We should not 
pit parents against each other and 
against educators, and we should not 
drive wedges between families and 
their neighborhood schools. I want to 
do better than that for our kids, and I 
hope others today want the same. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge my col-
leagues to oppose the previous question 
and the rule. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, we made a commitment 
to America, and delivering for parents 
is an important part of that promise. 

We must empower parents to be in 
the driver’s seat with respect to their 
children’s education. This isn’t about 
banning books or politicizing edu-
cation. 

How parents having a right to be in-
formed about and involved in decisions 
regarding their own children’s aca-

demic experience is being misconstrued 
by some is lost on me. 

Mr. Speaker, we did have a robust 
committee markup on this bill that I 
was part of. We were in committee 
markup, hearing and debating amend-
ments on this bill, from 10:00 in the 
morning until 2:30 in the morning. In 
those many amendments, what I heard 
over and over again was: there is noth-
ing to see here and that this bill is not 
necessary and that most schools in 
America are doing just fine. 

Well, most schools, Mr. Speaker, are 
not all schools. Our parents have a fun-
damental right to know what is hap-
pening in the classroom without hav-
ing to file a public records request to 
find it. If things are going so well that 
our colleagues across the aisle believe 
that this bill is not needed, then they 
should stand and join Republicans in 
support of parents across America. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this rule and the underlying 
bill. 

The material previously referred to 
by Ms. SCANLON is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 241 OFFERED BY 
MS. SCANLON OF PENNSYLVANIA 

At the end of the resolution, add the 
following: 

SEC. 2. Immediately upon adoption of this 
resolution, the House shall proceed to the 
consideration in the House of the resolution 
(H. Res. 178) affirming the House of Rep-
resentatives’ commitment to protect and 
strengthen Social Security and Medicare. 
The resolution shall be considered as read. 
The previous question shall be considered as 
ordered on the resolution and preamble to 
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except one 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means or 
their respective designees. 

SEC. 3. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of H. Res. 178. 

Ms. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time and move 
the previous question on the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
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